Secondary Precepts of Natural Law

In the cases below, indicate which precept is being violated.

1.  A person takes revenge on someone.

- acting on the basis of emotion.

2.  An egocentric person who simply does not work well with others.

- acting individualistically

3.  A slothful person who cannot help but skip class regularly.

- acting on the basis of emotion.

4.  A racist.

- acting with a preference.

5.  A kid moves out of the house and completely neglects any kind of contact with his otherwise good parents.

- fails to honour parents.

6.  A man fanaticizes about having an affair with one who is not his wife.

- fails to revere marriage bond.

7.  A person cheats on his income tax.

- fails to respect the property of the social whole.

8.  A student asks to go to the washroom, but really goes to the Cafeteria.

- lying.

9.  John feels sadness at the good fortune of another.

- one ought not to envy.

10.  A country drops a bomb on a village of non-combatants in order to bring a quick end to the war and save countless lives.

- one ought not to destroy human goods for the sake of other human goods.

11.  A person who will not face up to the fact that his marriage is falling apart.  Instead of engaging in the real difficult work of healing that relationship and getting help for his compulsive behavior, he buys his wife flowers and candy, thinking that will solve everything.

- acting purely on the basis of emotion.

12.  A person who uses his sexual faculties to relieve stress in his life.  

- acting on the basis of emotion (rather than for the sake of the intelligible goods of one flesh union and procreation).

13.  Two unmarried people live together as husband and wife, but without the commitment.  

- acting purely on the basis of emotion (the feeling of being husband and wife, without the reality, that is, without the intelligible good of marriage).

14.  The compulsive gambler.

- acting on the basis of emotion.

15.  A used car salesman falsifies date in order to sell the car.

- lying.  

16.  A person resents it when others gossip about him, yet he freely gossips about others.

- acting with a preference (to oneself).

17.  John hogs the basketball on the court and refuses to pass the ball and work as a team.

- acting individualistically.

18.  Instead of going through surgery and healing his condition, Bill accepts a less effective treatment that offers quick relief.

- acting on the basis of emotion.

19.  Jeff pulls the fire alarm out of anger at the Principal.  When all the students are outside, he sees all the babies lined up outside from the daycare and finally realizes what he has done.

- acting on the basis of emotion.

20.  A girl decides that from now on, she’s only looking out for her own private good.  The rest of society can go to hell in a handbasket.

- one ought not to do anything that will harm the common good.

21.  A young student disobeys the reasonable orders of his parents.

- fails to honour his parents.

22.  A couple give up on trying to work things out within their marriage.

- fails to revere marriage bond.

23.  A vigilante shoots a drug dealer, not in self-defense, but just to rid the world of one more problem.

- destroying a basic human good for the sake of another human good.

24.  Friendship based solely on utility.

- treating a human person as a means to an end.

25.  Some kids go out one night and damage a few houses, just for the fun of it.

- failing to respect the property of others.

26.  A businessman who is really nice to others, primarily to gain business clients.

- treating human beings as a means to an end.

27.  A husband has sex with his wife, merely for the gratification involved, not as a genuine expression of love.

- treating another as a means to an end.

28.  Living a completely irreligious life.

- fails to love God above all things.

29.  A corporation pays its employees subsistent wages for the hard work they do.

- taking what rightfully belongs to another; also- acting with a preference of certain others, not based on intelligible goods, but on feelings of preference.

30.  A company fails to take steps to provide good working conditions for laborers, thus leaving them to work in dangerous conditions.  After all, “they are only a dime a dozen”.

- treating a human person merely as a means to an end.

31.  Refusing to get much needed psychotherapy because it is just too painful to face the truth.

- one ought not to act purely on the basis of emotion, on the basis of aversion.

