
Exercises on the Principle of Double Effect

Indicate whether the following actions are justified by the principle of double effect by circling Justified or Unjustified.  If the action is unjustified, indicate which condition is violated (1,2,3,4).

1.  A woman is attacked by a man who intends to rape her.  She reaches in her purse and finds a knife.  She stabs him, and he dies while on the way to the hospital.

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [   ]

2.  President Truman decides to drop the Atom Bomb on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki (which will result in the deaths of 700,000 civilians or noncombatants) in order to demoralize the Japanese army and thus force them to surrender.

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [ 2  ]                          

3.  A doctor performs an abortion in order to protect the mother's physical and psychological health (she is very small in stature and emotionally unready to be a mother).

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [ 2 or 1  ]                            

4.  Eleazar, a Jew, was fighting in the army of the Maccabees against an enemy force. Seeing an elephant on which he believed the king of the opposing side was riding to battle, Eleazar ran under the beast and slew it, knowing that he himself would he crushed, but hoping that he would thereby disable the leader of the enemy. 

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [   ]
5.  A woman undergoes Chemotherapy in order to treat her cancer.  She is told that it will likely have very adverse side effects on her nonviable fetus.  The mother cannot delay chemo treatments, but must be treated right away, or there is no hope of recovery.  The baby dies after a week of Chemo.*

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [   ]
6.  A patient escapes from a psychiatric institution.  He's swinging an axe and heading right for you and your family who are having a picnic in the park.  You grab a steak knife and throw it at the patient's chest.  He dies of the knife wound.

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [   ]            

7.  You hear on the radio that a patient escaped from the local psychiatric institution.  He was last seen with an axe in his hand.  You decide to gather up the family and send them home in your new Ford Winstar.  Meanwhile, you decide to go look for him yourself.  You find him in the woods snoozing under a tree.  Can you take your 44 and shoot him in the head before he can hurt anyone with the axe?

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [ 2 ]
8.  You are a nurse, and your patient is suffering terribly in the hospital.  He is terminally ill and dying.  The physician prescribes pain-killers large enough to ease the pain of your patient, but you know that the amount will also have the effect of hastening his death.  Can you administer the pain-killers?  

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [   ]
9.  A pregnant woman bearing a nonviable fetus is found to have a cancerous womb.  Chemotherapy will not work.  It must be removed as soon as possible.  If they perform a hysterectomy, the child in the cancerous womb will die.  Can they remove it?

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [   ]
10.  A pregnant woman is suffering from kidney disease (or heart trouble, or tuberculosis).  The woman would be much easier to care for were she relieved of the pregnancy.  They abort the child.

Justified  Unjustified                          

Condition: [ 2  ]
11.  It is discovered that you have an ectopic pregnancy.  The child is developing in the fallopian tubes instead of implanting on the lining of the uterus (endometrium).  The surgeon recommends that he be allowed to go in, clamp down on the tubes and remove that part of the tube that contains the conceptus.  Should you consent?  Justified  Unjustified     Condition: [   ]

* If the mother can give birth to the child, which would mean that she will not recover from the cancer, then it is another story.  She ought to give up her own life for the life of the child.  
