
The Elements of the Human ActPRIVATE 

Indicate what the Moral Object (MO), the Motive (M), and the Circumstances (C) are for the following acts.  

1.  Jeff helps an old lady to cross the street in the hopes of receiving some money (he heard through the grape vine that she was generous with money).

MO:

M:

C:

2.  A young girl, fourteen, without a job, no husband, is pregnant.  She has an abortion primarily to stay in school.

MO:

M:

C:

3.  A couple who cannot have children of their own decide to try In Vitro Fertilization (test tube baby).  They desire so much to have their own child.

MO:

M:

C:

4.  Young college students pay a visit to the local sperm bank and donate sperm for a quick fifty bucks.  They use the money for weekend beer.

MO:

M:

C:

5.  Dr. Kevorkian administers carbon monoxide poisoning to a person suffering from clinical depression, loneliness, and unemployment.  Dr. Death believes he is doing an act of mercy.

MO:

M:

C:

6.  A doctor withdraws life support in order not to prolong the boy's death.  The boy is terminally ill and the dying process has begun.

MO:

M:

C:

7.  A single woman, who would like to get married but cannot foresee it happening, artificially inseminates herself with the sperm of a famous athlete.  She feels she has a right to experience motherhood.

MO:

M:

C:

8.  A girl needs a liver transplant.  The hospital has no choice but to send her to the U.S if she is to have it done.  The hospital administrator has to decide whether or not to spend the money to send her.  He does not want to spend one hundred thousand dollars for this one patient when he can use the money for a much needed pre-natal wing.  He decides not to send the girl.  She dies two weeks later.

MO:

M:

C:

